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Research Grants


There are many problems in GI and solutions are needed for the well being and safety of our patients.  Research offers solutions.  Nurses, from all practice settings, identify questions for study and apply for funding.   Research grants are funded according to the scope and budget of the project presented. 

Grants are awarded through the existing process for SGNA research grants. Applications for the grants should be submitted to SGNA, using SGNA research grant applications – deadlines are February 15, July 15, and October 15 of each year.
SGNA Research Priorities include, but are not limited to:


Conscious Sedation


Expanded Role of the GI Practitioner


Infection Control


Safety


Patient Education


Nursing intervention related to GI disease processes

     Are you interested in a research grant?  Are you eligible?  


     Research grant criteria:

· Investigators must be able to complete data collection within one year of receiving the grant 

-    Applications are reviewed by the SGNA Research Committee.

-     Research grant recipients must submit progress reports every 6 months.  

· Research grant recipients are expected to submit a manuscript for possible   publication in Gastroenterology Nursing, SGNA’s official journal.

Research grant recipients will be invited to present the research findings at the SGNA Annual Course.

Mentoring for novice researchers is available from the SGNA Research Committee and SGNA Research Special Interest Group.  Mentoring is also available for publishing by the Editor of Gastroenterology Nursing
I.
Introduction

The Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates encourages research in gastroenterology nursing to improve practice.  Research may be done individually or as a collaborative effort.

II.
General Information
Be sure to read the following instructions carefully and follow them precisely. Call SGNA headquarters [800/245-SGNA (7462)] if you have any questions.

       A.  Your research topic must be timely and significant to gastroenterology nursing.

B. It must be possible to complete data collection within one year of receiving the grant.

C. The researcher may submit a proposal to SGNA before the study is approved by an institutional review board (IRB) for the protection of human subjects.  However, the study must be approved by an IRB before the study will be funded. 

D. The principal investigator (grant recipient) must agree to prepare a manuscript presenting the results of the research for publication consideration in Gastroenterology Nursing within six months of completion of the project. In addition, the investigator is encouraged to submit an abstract to present the research findings at a regional or national SGNA meeting.

E.
The principal investigator must submit progress reports to the SGNA Research Committee every 6 months until a manuscript detailing the results of the study is submitted to Gastroenterology Nursing.

       F. Any published reports of the research must include an acknowledgment that funds 
were provided by SGNA.

III.
Procedure for Awards

A. The SGNA Research committee will notify the PI about the funding decision according to the following schedule:

	Submission Deadline
	Notification of Award and Funding

	February 15
	June

	July 15
	November

	October 15
	March


B. The principal investigator will decide if the funds will be awarded to the investigator or to the institution/agency where he/she works.

C.
Contact SGNA Headquarters if you have any questions.

 IV.  Application Procedure
A.
The proposal should be organized, logical and succinct.  It must be typed, double spaced and follow the guidelines in the “Instruction  to Authors” section of Gastroenterology Nursing, or the American Psychological Association (APA) Manual (5th ed.).  

B.
The research proposal must include and be ordered as follows:

1. Title page (form enclosed)

2.   Biographical sketch for all investigators and consultants (forms enclosed)

3.   Abstract:

a. 250 - 300 words

b. Define the research problem, significance of the research, methodology and plan for data analysis.

4.
Narrative:
Maximum of 12 pages, double-spaced. (If the narrative is longer than 12 pages double-spaced excluding the reference page and appendices, it will be returned unread).

a.   Aims and background:
State the aim, objective, or purpose of the study, briefly describe the problem that the research is designed to solve, provide the theoretical basis (if any) that justifies the approach to the problem and state the hypotheses or research questions. Provide background information to document the importance of the problem to gastroenterology nursing, and analyze the most pertinent research to identify gaps in knowledge that this study will fill.

b.  Significance:  Must demonstrate significance to gastroenterology nursing.
c.   Methodology:   Provide detailed instructions for completing the investigation, including descriptions of each of the following:

Setting:  Describe the setting type, size, location, and other characteristics that make it unique.

Sample:  Include criteria for inclusion in the study, the proposed sample size, justification for the sample size, and how the sample will be selected.

Intervention:  Provide a description of the intervention if the study has one.

Data collection instruments: Describe all instruments including what variable(s) they measure, how they work, and how the data will be recorded. Provide support for reliability and validity.

Data collection procedure: Provide a step-by-step description of data collection.

Human subject concerns: List the benefits and risks to human subjects, describe how the risks will be minimized, and demonstrate how the benefits outweigh the risks. Include a copy of the consent form and evidence of Institutional Review Board submission or approval in appendices.

Limitations and assumptions: List the limitations or restrictions of the study that decrease generalization of the findings. List assumptions made when planning the study.

c.  Data Analysis: Describe plans for data analysis and demonstrate how the analysis relates to the hypotheses or research questions.

1. References:  Include only those references cited in proposal.

2. Appendices

a) Proposed budget and budget justification (form enclosed)

b) Flow diagram of the proposed time frame of the study. Include how long it will take to recruit subjects, collect data, analyze the data, write the report, etc.

c) Acknowledgment of access to the population and setting - use enclosed Administrative Approval form.

d) Approval of Institutional Review Board before implementation of the study.

e) Forms that will be used in the study.

Mail 10 copies of the proposal (1 copy with identifying information and 9 copies with all identifying information removed) to:  

SGNA Research Program

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60611-4267
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Helpful hints for beginning a research project

Finding the question

1. Observe clinical problems

2. Obtain ideas from other studies and readings

3. What questions do you have that you would like answers to?

4. Are there several ways to accomplish a task? Which is most effective?

5. Do you have creative ideas concerning staffing, etc.?

6. Obtain ideas from patients, co-workers, supervisors, other associates in GI labs

Literature search

1. Begin with the most current literature. References will often provide you with earlier research

2. Manual searching in the library-Index medicus, cumulative index of nursing and allied health, etc.

3. Computer searches – available through medical libraries, hospitals, etc.-Med-line, Nat. Library of Medicine, etc.

4. Search topic by subject, author and related subjects or disciplines- nursing, anesthesia, psychology, medicine, social work.

5. Internet – Many articles are now available on-line full text.

Methods

1. Network-SGNA Research SIG, SGNA Research Committee, fellow nurses and associates.

2. Consultants- statisticians, schools of nursing faculty, nurse researchers in your setting, clinical nurse specialists, research committees of hospitals or universities.

3. Other readings provide measures, ideas and people for consultants

4. Consider feasibility- are the subjects available, can you use the setting of choice, time at work?

5. Discuss your plans with your employer

6. Consider cost- institutional overhead, copying, secretarial time, postage, equipment, patient compensation, computer searches

7. Consider adding your study onto an existing study as a separate piece.

8. Limitations are things that you cannot change, but they may affect the outcome of the study. For example, your population may be limited because you work in a city hospital and have a large indigent population.

9. An assumption is something that is important to your study and that you are taking for granted.  For example, you are mailing a questionnaire to your patients, you are making the assumption that they can read.

Institutional Review Board Approval

1. Find out what is required by your institution to do a study. What documents are needed? Who must obtain approval?

2. Determine how often the review committee meets and what the deadlines are for submitting proposals to them.

3. Find out how long it takes to get feedback from them.

4. Find out how long it takes to have them review revisions

Avoiding pitfalls

1. Read and follow directions carefully.

2. Have someone else read your proposal for clarity and understanding before submitting it.

3. Pay attention to word and page limitations.

4. Make sure the abstract is clear and easy to read. It should include all major points from your proposal.

5. Obtain consultation from statisticians or researchers about data analysis in the initial planning stages of the study. They can help with the design and population needed.

6. Be sure to include the all sections listed on the application procedure page in this packet.

7. The research committee is interested in helping you with your questions and concerns.  Call SGNA Headquarters at 800.245.SGNA (7462) to be put in touch with a Research Committee member.


Dear Colleague,

The Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates is pleased that you are interested in SGNA’s Research Program. An active research commitment is important to professional growth and future success in the field of gastroenterology.

An application form and information sheets describing the Research Program are enclosed. Please review the information carefully. Completed applications may be returned by February 15, July 15, or October 15 for consideration by the Research Committee. You will be notified upon receipt of your application and will receive notification of SGNA action within three months. Completed applications should be submitted to the SGNA Research Committee, 401 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL  60611-4267.

Additional questions or concerns that are not answered within the enclosed application should be directed to SGNA headquarters at 800/245-SGNA (7462). We look forward to reviewing your application. Best wishes for success.

SGNA Research Committee
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Name of principal investigator:
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Professional title:
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SGNA Member?
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Social Security number:










Name(s) and credentials of Co-investigator(s):


















 

Professional title:











Are the investigators currently enrolled in an academic degree program?   Yes

No

Project performance site:


































Name of contact person/administrative officer at institution:


















Title:
























Address:




































Phone:












Will human subjects be used in this project?
   Yes


No

If yes, have provisions been made to obtain institutional review?
Yes

No

I certify that all of the information in this application is accurate and correct and that the study shall comply with all applicable state and federal regulations, including without limitation informed consent of human subjects involved.
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-FOR OFFICE USE ONLY-

Grant funds awarded to (check one):









Institution or agency



Individual researcher

Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60611-4267

800/245-SGNA  or  312/321-5165

Biographical Sketch

Principal Investigator
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Name:
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Education:

Institute


















Degree

























Field of Study











III.
Research and professional experience:

IV.
List previously published research, if any:

Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL  60611-4267

800/245-SGNA or 312/321-5165
Biographical Sketch

Additional Personnel - Co-investigators and Consultants
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III. Contribution to Study:
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III. Contribution to Study:
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III. Contribution to Study:
Budget Justification

Personnel (Do not use name of individual)

Funds are not currently available for a salary for the Principal Investigator or Co-investigator.  

Consultant:















































Secretarial:















































Other (specify):














































Subtotal ​​​_________

Supplies (specify)
Subtotal ​​​_________

Computer Costs (Funds are not currently available for the purchase of a computer.)
Subtotal ​​​_________

Miscellaneous

Subtotal ​​​_________

The SGNA does not fund indirect costs.  If more space is needed, add an additional page behind this one or discuss in the narrative.



Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL  60611-4267

800/245-SGNA or 312/321-5165
Has any other source been approached for outside funding?

















If study is funded, to whom should the check be made out?
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If the above is not the principal investigator, what is the relationship?

For office use:

1)
Check # 






















Date mailed:



/


/



2) 
Check # 






















Date mailed:



/


/




Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL  60611-4267

800/245-SGNA or 312/321-5165

Budget Justification

(Sample)

Personnel

Principal Investigator:
an experienced researcher who will assist with study design, data analysis and grant management.

Co-Investigator: an experienced qualitative researcher who will assist with design and data analysis.

A transcriptionist is needed to transcribe extensive audio data into a printed form.

Supplies

Microcassette recorders will be used by the two researchers to record interview data. Microcassette recorders are needed to get a word-for-word account of the interview and thus retain the richness of the data. Two microcassette recorders are requested, one for each researcher.

Microcassettes will be used with the microcassette recorders to audio-record the interviews. Extra cassettes are requested in case more than one tape is needed for an interview.

A transcription machine aids the process of changing the data from an oral to a printed form by enabling the user to vary the speed of the tape and rewind easily.

Computer Costs

Various software programs for analyzing qualitative data were reviewed. We were advised by several qualitative researchers to use MARTIN because it is the best qualitative software available.

Miscellaneous

Each subject will be provided a $25 stipend to compensate them for their time and to provide an incentive to participate in the study.
Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates

401 North Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL  60611-4267

800/245-SGNA or 312/321-5165
Administrative Approval

Dear Administrator:

(Name of principal investigator)

has submitted a research proposal entitled:







(Title of project)

to the Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates research committee with the intent of securing a research grant. This competitive research program is sponsored by the SGNA Research Program.

As an administrator of the institution or agency named in the aforementioned proposal, the Society of Gastroenterology Nurses and Associates requests your signature in order to indicate your acknowledgment and approval of this research project that would be conducted at  (Name of institution)
































if financial support is granted.

Thank you for your time and support of this worthwhile project. Please return this form to the principal investigator, who will then enclose this correspondence in his/her proposal packet.

Sincerely,

SGNA Research Committee Chair

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Name of principal investigator)  (has or does have) access to the population and setting necessary to conduct the proposed research.

This institution or agency (does or does not) wish to be identified in any published report of this research.

Does this project involve other approvals that are necessary before research is done in your institution?


Yes



No

If yes, please specify:














































The project (has or has not) been approved by review board on (Date)















.















Signature of Administrative Officer of the Institution:
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Date:

























Please return this form to the principal investigator, who will then enclose this correspondence in his/her proposal packet.


SOCIETY OF GASTROENTEROLOGY NURSES AND ASSOCIATES

CRITERIA FOR SCORING RESEARCH PROPOSALS
Name of Proposal:  
Do you recommend funding? 
_____
YES 
 _____
YES, WITH CHANGES
   _____
 NO








(List changes on back of form)

Scoring Scale:     0 = NOT PRESENT     1 = NEEDS WORK     2 = ADEQUATE     3 = OUTSTANDING     N/A = DOES NOT APPLY

	SCORING CRITERIA
	SCALE
	WEIGHT
	SCORE

	EXAMPLE:
	0
	1
	2
	3
	NA
	2X
	4



























Comments(Additional sheets may be added)

	1) The author demonstrates significance to gastroenterology nursing.*
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	5X
	
	

	2) Abstract is well written.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	3X
	
	

	3) Literature review is relevant.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	4) Narrative is succinct.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	5) The research questions/hypotheses arrive from a logical review of background information.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	3X
	
	

	6) Aims/purposes are clearly stated.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	7) Research questions are clearly stated.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	8) Research questions/hypotheses relate to the aims.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	9) Setting is described.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	10) Sample is described.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	11) Inclusion criteria are described.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	12) Exclusion criteria are described.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	13) Procedures are clearly outlined.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	3X
	
	

	14) Measures for data collection are described.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	15) Reliability of measures addressed.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	16) Validity of measures are addressed.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	17) Potential risks and benefits to the subjects are discussed.
	0


	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	18) IRB is addressed.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	19) Limitations are stated
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	20) Assumptions are listed.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	1X
	
	

	21) Data analysis relates to research questions/hypotheses.
	0
	1
	2
	3
	N/A
	2X
	
	

	TOTAL ÷ # of items scored     (do not include N/A):
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Return to Christina Kowalski by September 10, 2007 FAX (312) 673-6694 ( mail 401 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL, 60611( email: ckowalski@smithbucklin.com

 

























Reviewed by:
__________________________________________________________________________________











* This must be addressed specifically in the proposal
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Society of Gastroenterology Nurses & Associates


401 North Michigan Avenue


Chicago, IL 60611-4267


800/245-SGNA or 312/321-5165








